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cise of absolute authority, he was little fitted to take
part in the intrigues of party ; and, except when Indian
affairs were under discussion, he rarely addressed the
House. When he did rise, his speeches were full of
matter, closely argumentative, manly, and energetic.
The extent and variety of Olive's work in India are
remarkable. Pew men, with the notable exception of
Napoleon, have accomplished so much in such a brief
space of time, or have displayed greater capacity for
civil and military adniinistration0 All the measures
of his government were his own; and in enforcing
their adoption he was not only resolute but stern.
All opposition was contemptuously swept aside : no
allowance was made for the weakness or indecision of
subordinates ; and every one who did not act up to his
high sense of duty was openly censured in the severest
terms. In selecting men for important duties he showed
great discrimination. He possessed the happy faculty
of distinguishing men of merit, and had the good sense
to employ them even when, as in the case of Colonel
Richard Smith* he personally disliked them. Rennell,
a young subaltern of engineers, was made Surveyor-
General, and encouraged to carry out a survey of the
Bengal provinces; G-ladwin was introduced into the
service to become the first on a long roll of oriental
scholars ; Warren Hastings, who was to preserve and
extend the Indian Empire, was selected for political
work ; and men who had acquired a knowledge of the
language, habits, and customs of the people received
rapid advancement. One of the few instances in which
his judgment seems to have been at fault is that of the
distinguished soldier Sir Eyre Ooote, whom he believed to